
2 PHYSIOGRAPHY AND RELATED SCIENCES 

1.—Approximate Land and Freshwater Areas, by Province or Territory 
NOTE.—A classification of land areas as agricultural, forested, etc., is given in Chapter X on Land Use and 

Renewable Resource Development. 
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In size, Canada is the largest country in the Western Hemisphere and the second 
largest country in the world. Its area of 3,851,809 sq. miles may be compared with that 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 8,649,512 sq. miles,* the United States of Amer­
ica (including Alaska and Hawaii), 3,615,214 sq. miles,* and Brazil, 3,286,478 sq. miles.* 
I t is more than forty times the size of Britain and eighteen times that of France. The 
immense size of the country, while encompassing many resources and seeming to afford 
much scope for settlement, imposes its own burdens and limitations, particularly because 
much of the land is mountainous and rocky or is under an arctic climate. The developed 
portion is probably not more than one third of the total; the occupied farm land is less 
than 8 p.c. and the currently accessible productive forest land 19 p.c. of the total. The 
population of Canada, estimated at 19,571,000 as at June 1, 1965, may be compared with 
189,375,000t for the United States (including Alaska and Hawaii) (1963) and with 
76,409,000t for Brazil (1963). 

The milages in Table 2 are another indication of the size of Canada. They show the 
length of communication facilities required between the larger cities, between outlying 
industrial communities built up around large mining or smelting projects and the nearest 
cities, and between northern outposts and the supplying cities. In this table milage given 
is for the major means of transport used between the points concerned; air milages are 
given for most transcontinental distances. 

The length of Canada's southern border adjoining the United States is 3,986.8 miles 
and the length of the Yukon-British Columbia border adjoining Alaska is 1,539.8 miles. 

* United Nations Statistical Yearbook, 196S. 
t United Nations Population and Vital Statistics Report, Apr. 1, 1966. 


